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the real desire of Catherine and Charles IX. to con-
clude an alliance with Elizabeth against Philip, they
continued to send money and encouragement to the
Marian lords in Scotland. For if, for any reason, the
English alliance should not come off, they meant to
take up Mary's cause in earnest, and detach her from
her Guise relations by marrying her to the Duke of
Anjou, afterwards Henry ill.

All this was known to Elizabeth, and in her ex-
treme anxiety for the tripartite treaty, she thought
the moment was come to dangle the bait which she
always reserved for occasions of special importance.
She informed the French ambassador that she was
ready to marry Anjou herself. It is not to be supposed
that she had the least intention of doing so. She
had settled with herself from the first how she would
get out of her proposal when it had served its turn.

A minor motive for this move was the hope that
it would reconcile her Protestant councillors to the
restoration of Mary. She did not succeed with all
of them. Some continued to mutter that Anjou was
a Papist, that tripartite treaties were a delusion,
and that the only safe course was to grasp the Scotch
nettle and uphold James with the whole force of
England. But upon Cecil the effect was almost
comical. He jumped at the plan. Anything that
was likely to make Elizabeth a mother would be
salvation to him. Whether the Queen at the mature
age of thirty-seven was likely to be happy with a
husband of twenty was a question that did not give
him a moment's concern. She was not too old to
have two or three children, and, that result once